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the aid of my cousin, M. Yermoloff, who played a
prominent part therein as president of the Moderate
Liberal group or centre. M. Yermoloff belonged, lite
myself, to the class of the provincial nobility, and was
distinguished for his vast knowledge of agronomy. His
acquirements in that science were well known, not only
in Russia, but also in foreign countries, France especially,
where he had published several books on the subject.
During the reign of the Emperor Alexander III. he was
Minister of Agriculture, and continued to hold that
office for some time under Nicholas II. In spite of his
bureaucratic connections M. Yermoloff allied himself
with the Moderate Liberals in the Council of the Empire,
and at the period of which I am now speaking he was
recognized as the leader of that party in the Upper
Chamber. It was at his house that my secret confer-
ences took place with the members of that assembly
whom we had chosen to take part in the new Cabinet
M. Stolypine engaged in parallel conferences, and every
night we compared results.
In the opinion of all the political leaders whom we
consulted the most natural candidate for the presidency
of the Council of Ministers was M. Mouromtzoff, who
enjoyed the full confidence of the Douma and the sym-
pathies of the people, but it was well known that the
Emperor did not regard him with favour, and serious
obstacles were feared on that account. The next avail*
able candidate, M. Schipoff, particularly influential
with the Zemstvos, had a better chance of being wel-
comed at Peterhof, but was needed more for the Ministry
of the Interior. The great difficulty was to find a
portfolio for M. Milioukoff, who, it was feared, on account
of his strong position as chief of the Cadet Party and Ms
ambition to rule, would not be content to take a secoaciarf